Early Literacy Fact Sheet
2012 Mecklenburg County Child Snapshot
Mecklenburg County’s Children

Children age 0-5i

84,191

Twenty-two percent of children age 0-5 live in poverty;
this number increased over 66% from 2007-2012iii

Children 0-5 living in poverty

19,165

Only 51% of economically disadvantaged 3rd graders
were on grade level in reading for 2011-12

Number of kindergarteners enrolled in
CMSii

12,565

In 2012, an average 5,241 children were on the waiting
list for child care subsidy each month iv

Estimated number of economically
disadvantaged kindergarteners

6,798

Number of 4-year-olds on wait list for
public Pre-Kindergarten programs

2,300

Why is Early Literacy Important?

Children experience rapid brain development from birth to age 5; the timing and
quality of early experiences combine to shape brain architecture v

By age three, there is a 30 million word gap for economically disadvantaged children based upon their language
experiences and interactions in their family settingsvi
By the time children from low income families enter kindergarten, they are typically
12-24 months below national norms in language and pre-reading skills. vii
Many children from low-income families lack early interactions that foster linguistic
development, including verbal interactions with their parents, being read to, and
access to books in their home, compared with children from middle-income
families.viii
In the average middle income family, there are 13 books per child; in the average
low-income neighborhood, there is 1 book for every 300 children.ix
Vocabulary use at 3 years old is predictive of language skills at age 9 and 10 and is associated with reading
comprehension scores:x
The National Research Council asserts that high school graduation can be predicted
with reasonable accuracy by knowing the reading skills of children at third grade.
One in six children who are not reading proficiently in third grade does not graduate
from high school on time, a rate four times greater than that for proficient readers.
For economically disadvantaged children who were not reading proficiently in third
grade, the proportion that does not finish school rose to 26 percent. That’s more than six
times the rate for all proficient readers. The rate was highest for poor Black and Hispanic
students, at 31 and 33 percent respectively—or about eight times the rate for all
proficient readers.
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